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Echo Park United Methodist Church 
 

A Service of Worship for March 29, 2020 
Palm-Passion Sunday 

Holy Communion 

 
Hosanna to the Son of David! 

    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven! 

(Matthew 21:9b) 

 
WE GATHER AS COMMUNITY TO WORSHIP GOD 

 
PRELUDE 
 
OPENING READING Jesus Enters Jerusalem Lois Price, Liturgist 

 Matthew 21:1-11 (New Revised Standard Version, alt.) 

 
1When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached 
Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to 
them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a 
donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If 
anyone says anything to you, just say this, „The Lord needs them.‟ And he 
will send them immediately.” 4This took place to fulfill what had been 
spoken through the prophet, saying, 5“Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your 
king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the 
foal of a donkey.” 
 
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the 
donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A 
very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches 
from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead 
of him and that followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
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Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the 
highest heaven!” 
 
10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is 
this?” 11The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth 
in Galilee.” 
 
This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
SONG OF PRAISE Hosanna Jim and Jean Strathdee 

Words and Music: Jim Strathdee; © 1993, Desert Flower Music. All Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under ONE LICENSE, License #733845-A 

Permission to stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #733845-A 
 

Verse 1: Hosanna! Hosanna! 
 Hosanna! Hosanna! 

Hosanna! Hosanna! 
 Hosanna to the King! 
 
Verse 2: We welcome him! We’ll welcome him! 
 We welcome him! We’ll welcome him! 
 Hosanna! Hosanna! 
 Hosanna to the King! 
 
Verse 3: We’ll follow him! We’ll follow him! 
 We’ll follow him! We’ll follow him! 
 Hosanna! Hosanna! 
 Hosanna to the King! 
 
Verse 4: We’ll walk with him… We’ll walk with him… 
 to Calvary… to Calvary! 
 Hosanna! Hosanna! 
 Hosanna to the King! 
 
Verse 5: On Easter morn… On Easter morn… 
 we’ll share the news… we’ll share the news. 
 Hosanna! Hosanna! 
 Hosanna to the King! 
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Verse 6: Hosanna! Hosanna! 
 Hosanna! Hosanna! 

Hosanna! Hosanna! 
 Hosanna to the King! 
 

OPENING PRAYER  Rev. Frank Wulf 

 A Prayer by Rev. Mary Scifres 

 
Meet us, Christ Jesus, even as we meet you this day. Speak your Word of 
truth. Whisper with encouragement and love, that we may cry out with the 
crowds: in worship and praise, in longing and hope, in joy and in fear. Hear 
our cries. Hear our songs. Meet us as we worship this day. Amen. 

 
WELCOME  Lois Price, Lay Leader 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  Rev. Frank Wulf, Pastor 

 

 Stay-at-Home:  We will continue to meet online for the duration the of 
state and local Stay-at-Home orders related to the COVID-19 crisis. We 
urge everyone to continue following guidelines issued by the L.A. 
County Department of Public Health and the Centers for Disease 
Control: Wash your hands… Cover your mouths when sneezing or 
coughing… No physical contact with others outside of your immediate 
households, including hugs, handshakes, and even elbow bumps… 
Maintain at least six feet of distance between yourselves and others… 
No gatherings of more 10 people in private homes and no gatherings at 
all in public spaces… Self-quarantine if you are feeling sick… Stay at 
home for other than essential business, and now… Wear non-medical 
face coverings when you do have to go outside. 

 U.S. Census: Be sure to complete your census questionnaires as soon as 
possible… whether or not you are U.S. citizens or permanent residents. 
Census data are used to determine matters ranging from political 
representation at all levels of government to the equitable distribution of 
funding and other essential resources to local communities. Everyone 
counts, even those who are not in this country with legal documentation. 
Personal information shared on census questionnaires will not be passed 
on to I.C.E. or other law enforcement bodies.  

 Webinar on Ministry with the Most Vulnerable: This coming 
Monday, April 6, at 2:00 p.m., the Western Methodist Justice Movement 
and the California-Pacific chapter of the Methodist Federation for Social 
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Action will be sponsoring a webinar on Ministry with Vulnerable Populations 
– Homeless, Immigrant, Incarcerated. To join this webinar, register in advance 
by sending an email to: WMJMZoom@gmail.com. 

 All-Church Prayer: This coming Tuesday, April 7, we will gather online 
and by phone for prayer for ourselves and our world from 7:00-8:30 
p.m. You can join us by signing in at https://zoom.us/j/7184544317 or 
by calling in to 1-669-900-9128 and using meeting id 718 454 4317#. 

 Prayers for Our Journey: An evening of prayer, reflection and 
discussion led by spiritual leaders from Los Angeles will be held on 
Wednesday evening, April 8, at 6:00 p.m. Information about how to join 
this event will be posted on Facebook and the church webpage. 

 Holy Week and Easter: Join us for Holy Week and Easter services 
through our Facebook Page: @EchoParkUnitedMethodistChurch.  
o Maundy Thursday – April 9, 7:00 p.m. 
o Good Friday – April 10, 7:00 p.m. 
o Easter Sunday – April 12, 10:30 a.m. 

 Worship Participants: Thank you to Lois Price, Ember Knight, and 
Rev. David Farley who contributed in various ways to this morning‟s 
worship. Let Pastor Wulf know if you would be able and willing to 
record yourself reading scripture, offering a prayer, singing a song, or… 
for inclusion in our online worship services.  

 Contact Us If You Need Help: If you need help during this time of 
staying at home – whether it be people who can pick up and deliver your 
groceries and prescriptions, people who can drive you to medical 
appointments, or just people with whom you can talk and pray – please 
feel free to contact the church office, call the Pastor on his cell phone, or 
send him an email. The Pastor will respond as quickly as he is able. 

 
SONG FOR MEDITATION All Glory, Laud, and Honor The Congregation 

 Words: Theodulph of Orleans; Music: Melchior Teschner 
Words and Music: Public Domain 

Performance Copyright © 2016 Richard M.S. Irwin; Permission granted for use in services of divine worship. 
 

 As you choose, please sing along or read and meditate on the words 
 of the hymn as the music is played. 

 
Refrain: All glory, laud, and honor, 
 to thee, Redeemer, King, 
 to whom the lips of children 
 made sweet hosannas ring. 
 

https://zoom.us/j/7184544317
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Verse 1: Thou art the King of Israel, 
 thou, David’s royal Son, 
 who in the Lord’s name comest, 
 the King and Blessed One.     (Refrain) 
 
Verse 2: The company of angels 
 are praising thee on high, 
 and we with all creation 
 in chorus make reply.     (Refrain) 
 
Verse 3: The people of the Hebrews 
 with palms before thee went; 
 and prayer and praise and anthems 
 before thee we present.     (Refrain) 
 
Verse 4: To thee, before thy passion, 
 they sang their hymns of praise; 
 to thee, now high exalted, 
 our melody we raise.     (Refrain) 
 
Verse 5: Thou didst accept their praises; 
 accept the prayers we bring, 
 who in all good delightest, 
 thou good and gracious King.     (Refrain) 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Rev. Frank Wulf, Pastor 

 
Joys and Concerns 
 

You are invited to spend a few moments meditating in silence on the 
circumstances of your lives and of the world in which you live. If you feel 
called to do so, please type your joys and concerns into the Facebook 
comments section for this worship broadcast. 
 

Pastoral Prayer  Rev. Frank Wulf, Pastor 

 
Community Prayer  The People in Unison 

A Prayer by Rev. Mary Scifres 

 
Christ Jesus, you know the deepest longings of our hearts and the 
greatest sorrows of our lives. You hear the sighs of our hearts and the 
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yearnings of our souls. As we walk with you during Holy Week, hear 
the questions that plague our minds, and speak your Word of 
restoration and hope. Meet us with love and compassion, and make 
your face shine upon us, that we might shine with new hope and live 
with faith and love. Amen. 

 
SONG Palm Sunday Rev. David Farley 

 Words & Music © James K. Manley 
 Reprinted under One License, License #733845-A 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #733845-A 

 
Verse 1: Well, he came into the city, early one morning, 
 riding easy on a mule 
 The people came out, they started to shout. 
 He was either a king or a fool. 
 
Verse 2: They’d yell, then they’d cheer, and they carried on. 
 They threw flowers in his way. 
 The kids were generally whooping it up. 
 It turned out to be a beautiful day. 
 
Verse 3: But then, he went to the temple, he started preachin’ 
 Oh, the crowd was feelin’ fine. 
 The folks were doing business in the outer court 
 for hard cash on the line. 
 
Verse 4: There were temple coins to exchange for yours, 
 and bird cages everywhere. 
 The sacrificial lambs sold like jellies and jams 
 at the L.A. County Fair. 
 
Verse 5: Well then, get yourself a pigeon or a turtledove. 
 We’ve got exactly what you need. 
 Cause the Lord’s holy temple is a perfect place 
 to sanctify our greed. 
 
Verse 6: Well then he picked up a whip, and he started swingin’, 
 birds flyin’ all about. 
 And he overturned the tables of the money changers, 
 and he drove the riff-raff out. 
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Verse 7: Well, what you gonna do with a man like that 
 while he’s rolling up the store? 
 He’s either a madman, a publicity seeker,  
 or what we’ve all been waiting for. Yeah! 
 What we’ve all been waiting for. 

 
 WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 
 
SCRIPTURE Jesus Is Betrayed Ms. Ember Knight, Liturgist 

 Matthew 26:36-56 (New Revised Standard Version, alt.) 

 
36Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane; and he 
said to his disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 37He took 
with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and 
agitated. 38Then he said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; 
remain here, and stay awake with me.” 39And going a little farther, he threw 
himself on the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup 
pass from me; yet not what I want but what you want.” 40Then he came to 
the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “So, could you 
not stay awake with me one hour? 41Stay awake and pray that you may not 
come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak.” 42Again he went away for the second time and prayed, “My Father, if 
this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” 43Again he came and 
found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44So leaving them again, he 
went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words. 45Then he 
came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking 
your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Human One is betrayed into the 
hands of sinners. 46Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.” 
 

47While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was 
a large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of 
the people. 48Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I 
will kiss is the man; arrest him.” 49At once he came up to Jesus and said, 
“Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. 50Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what 
you are here to do.” Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested 
him. 51Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, 
and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. 52Then Jesus said 
to him, “Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will 
perish by the sword. 53Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and 
he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? 54But how then 
would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen in this way?” 55At 
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that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with swords and 
clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the 
temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. 56But all this has taken place, so 
that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples 
deserted him and fled. 
 

MEDITATION The Difference a Week Can Make Rev. Frank Wulf, Pastor 

 
 WE RESPOND WITH THANKSGIVING TO GOD’S WORD 
 
PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 

Invitation to Offering  Rev. Frank Wulf, Pastor 

 
During this difficult time when COVID-19 seems to have brought the 
world to a standstill, Echo Park United Methodist Church needs your 
financial support more than ever. We invite you to make your donation to 
the church in one of two ways: 

 Make out your checks to Echo Park UMC and mail them to the church 
office at 1226 N. Alvarado Street, Los Angeles, CA 90026. 

 Go online to https://echoparkumc.wordpress.com/donate-here/, click 
on the “Donate” button, and follow the instructions provided. 

 
Offertory Music O Sacred Head, Now Wounded The Congregation 

 Words: Anonymous; Music: Hans L. Hassler 
Words and Music: Public Domain 

Performance Copyright © 2016 Richard M.S. Irwin 
Permission granted for use in services of divine worship.  

 

 As you choose, please sing along or read and meditate on the words 
 of the hymn as the music is sung.  

 
Verse 1: O sacred Head, now wounded, 
 with grief and shame weighed down, 
 now scornfully surrounded 
 with thorns thine only crown. 
 
 How pale thou art with anguish, 
 with sore abuse and scorn! 
 How does that visage languish 
 which once was bright as morn! 
 

https://echoparkumc.wordpress.com/donate-here/


9 
 

Verse 2: What thou, O Lord, has suffered 
 was all for sinner’s gain; 
 mine, mine was the transgression, 
 but thine the deadly pain. 
 
 Lo, here I fall, my Savior! 
 ’Tis I deserve thy place. 
 Look on me with thy favor, 
 vouchsafe to me thy grace. 
 
Verse 3: What language shall I borrow  
 to thank thee, dearest friend, 
 for this thy dying sorrow, 
 thy pity without end! 
 
 O make me thine forever, 
 and should I fainting be, 
 Lord, let me never, never  
 outlive my love to thee. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving  The Congregation in Unison 

  A Prayer by Rev. Mary Scifres 

 
Thank you for the gifts of our lives, and for these gifts we return to 
you now. May they remind us of the power of your love; and may they 
bring the same love, life and hope to others that you have brought to 
us. In your mercy and grace, we pray. Amen. 
 

 HOLY COMMUNION 
 

At this time, you are invited to gather a piece of bread and a cup of juice or water. 
 

THE SACRED MEAL 
 

Invitation to the Sacred Meal  Rev. Frank Wulf, Pastor 

 
Prayer of Great Thanksgiving  Led by Rev. Frank Wulf, Pastor 

 
Pastor: May God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
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People: We lift them up to God. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to our sovereign God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Pastor: It is holy week. On this Palm Sunday, we remember that Jesus 

entered Jerusalem to approving crowds. And yet, we also 
remember that by the end of the week the crowds had turned 
against him. Instead of shouting “Hosanna!” they were shouting 
“Crucify!” 

 
 We celebrate communion today, O God, remembering your 

sacrifice on our behalf. Your love was so great, that you were 
willing to go with Jesus along the way of the cross, to experience 
the pain of nails piercing flesh, to feel the rasping of lungs that are 
finding it harder and harder to breathe, and then finally to know 
that moment of surrendering to death.  

 
 Such love is beyond our comprehension, and yet we know that 

that very same love is what sustains us and carries us through the 
ups and downs of our own lives. You who gave us birth are with 
us in joy and sorrow, in health and illness, in pleasure and pain, in 
life and death. You are with us now. 

 
Lift the bread. 

 
 This is why we remember your love by blessing and breaking this 

bread and by holding it high. It is Christ‟s body broken for us, a 
sign of your love that never abandons us and never ends. We eat 
this bread remembering Jesus.  

 
  Lower the bread, and lift cup of juice. 

 
 We also remember your love by blessing this cup and holding it 

high. It is Christ‟s blood, poured out for us, a sign that we are 
forgiven and made new, constantly being transformed into your 
beloved and loving people. We drink from this cup remembering 
Jesus. 

 
 Pour out your Spirit on these gifts of bread and juice as you out 

your Spirit on us. Transform us into the body of Christ so that we 
might give ourselves in love for the world.  
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 By your Spirit, make us one with Christ, one with each other, and 

one in ministry to all your creation, until that day when Christ 
comes in justice and peace, and all your children feast at your holy 
banquet. Amen. 

 
 Now, with the confidence that we are your beloved children, let 

us pray the prayer that Jesus taught us to pray. 
 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

 
 Lift the bread and break it. 

 
Pastor: The bread that we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. This is 

the body of Christ given for all of us, the bread of heaven. 
 
 Eat the bread, and then lift the cup of juice. 

 
Pastor: The cup over which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood of 

Christ. This is the blood of Christ shed for us, the cup of 
salvation. 

 
 Drink the cup of juice. 
 
 Pause for a moment of silent prayer and meditation. 

 
All: Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in 

which you have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go 
into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves 
for others in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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 WE ARE SENT FORTH FOR SERVICE IN GOD’S WORLD 
 
Song of Dedication  Nada Te Turbe/Nothing Can Frighten Rev. David Farley  

 Words: Santa Teresa de Jesús; Music: Jacques Berthier, Taizè 
Words: Public Domain; Music © 1986, Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent 

Performance Copyright © 2016 Richard M.S. Irwin; Permission granted for use in services of divine worship. 
 

Spanish: Nada te turbe, nada te_espante. 
 Quien a Dios tiene nada le falta. 
 Nada te turbe, nada te_espante. 
 Solo Dios basta. 
 
English: Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten. 
 Those who seek God shall never go wanting. 
 Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten. 
 God alone fills us. 

 
BENEDICTION  Rev. Frank Wulf, Pastor 

 A Benediction by Rev. Mary Scifres 

 
Pastor: The journey ahead is fraught with sorrow, but we do not go 

alone. Trust in God and move forward in faith, for Christ 
walks alongside us on this journey of life. Amen. 

 
POSTLUDE  
 

Thank you to all who took part in this online service of worship! 
 

We invite you to join us again this coming week for our Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday, and Easter Sunday services of worship. We continue to 

experiment and grow in this new way of being community during this season 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 


