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ECHO PARK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Worship for the Second Sunday in Lent 
March 8, 2020 

 
CALLED TO BE THE CHURCH – BLESS YOU! 

 
Worship Team: 

Preacher: Rev. Frank Wulf 
Music Director: Ms. Mina Rhee 

Liturgist: Mr. John Chavis 
Children’s Sermon: Ms. Franie Maddela 

 
+ The worship leaders line up for the procession at the back of the sanctuary  

approximately 5 minutes before worship begins. 

 
PRELUDE: Mina Rhee 
 
 + The procession will begin as soon as the choir starts to sing the Introit. 
 + The Acolyte lights the altar candles. 
 + Sulma goes to the lectern and prepares to lead the Call to Worship immediately after the Introit.  

 + Pastor Frank and Lois take their seats. 

 
INTROIT  O Christ, the Healer The Chancel Choir 

 Words: Fred Pratt Green;  Music: Geistliche Lieder(Klug) 
 The United Methodist Hymnal 265 – verse 1 

 
Verse 1:  O Christ, the healer, we have come  
 to pray for health, to plead for friends. 
 How can we fail to be restored 
 when reached by love that never ends? 
 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP Come to This Place! Led by John Chavis 

  From the United Church of Christ website 
 (https://www.united-church.ca/sites/default/files/called_to_be_the_church_five_sundays_of_lent.pdf) 

 

Sulma: Good morning church! Please stand now in body or spirit for 
this morning’s Call to Worship. 

 



2 

 

John: Blessed and blessing, loving and loved, God’s people of Echo 
Park United Methodist Church, come to this place! 

People: We’re ready! 
John: From times of work, from times of play, from times of busy-

ness, from times away, God’s people of Echo Park United 
Methodist Church, come ! 

People: We’re set! 
John: To speak and to receive, to sing and to pray, God’s people of 

Echo Park United Methodist Church, come!  
People: We’re here! We’re here! We’re here to worship God! 
 

 + John introduces the Hymn of Praise.   

 
OPENING PRAYER   Rev. Frank Wulf 

  From the United Church of Christ website 
 (https://www.united-church.ca/sites/default/files/called_to_be_the_church_five_sundays_of_lent.pdf) 

 
Pastor: God of the smooth road, God of the rough places, God of the 

wilderness paths, thank you. Thank you for calling us out when 
we want to wrap ourselves up and hide. Thank you for giving 
us safe space when everything is just too much. Thank you for 
blessing all creation with your presence and with your love. 

 
 Open our hearts, we pray—open our minds—open our souls 

and, by your grace, fill them with your abundant love; not only 
so that we would be changed, not only so that we would be 
blessed, but so that we can be a blessing and a people of 
transformation in your world. We ask this in Jesus name. 
Amen. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE  The Gift of Love The Congregation 

 Words: Hal Hopson; Music: Traditional English Melody 
 United Methodist Hymnal #408 – verses 1, 2, 3 

 
Sulma: Please remain standing in body or in spirit to sing our Hymn of 

Praise, “The Gift of Love,” number 408 in The United 
Methodist Hymnal. 
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Verse 1: Though I may speak with bravest fire, 
 and have the gift to all inspire, 
 and have not love, my words are vain, 
 as sounding brass, and hopeless gain. 
 
Verse 2: Though I may give all I possess, 
 and striving so my love profess, 
 but not be given by love within, 
 the profit soon turns strangely thin. 
 
Verse 3: Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, 
 our spirits long to be made whole. 
 Let inward love guide every deed; 
 by this we worship, and are freed. 
  

  + Pastor Frank and Lois go to the center front of the Sanctuary during the singing  
  of the final verse of the hymn.  
  + Lois invites the congregation to be seated as soon as the hymn is ended and then welcomes 

  the community to worship.  

 
WELCOME  Lay Leader Lois Price 

 

Lois: Welcome to Echo Park United Methodist Church on this second 
Sunday in Lent.  

 
 We want to give a special welcome to all of who are 

worshiping with us for the first time or who have returned to 
be with us again after a long time away. 

 
 As a Reconciling Congregation, Echo Park United Methodist 

Church is a church of open hearts, open minds, and open 
doors. All are welcome here just as they are without regard to 
race, culture, language, immigration status, faith tradition, 
gender identity, or sexual orientation.  
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 We thank all who are helping out with today’s service of 
worship, especially John Chavis, Franie Maddela, Mina Rhee, 
our Chancel Choir, Jim Ring, Retha Matson, Danny Bernabe, 
and our morning’s acolyte. 

 
 Following worship, everyone is invited downstairs for a time of 

fellowship. Thank you to Franie Maddela, Jim & Susan Ballagh, 
and the Rodriguez family who brought food to share for our 
fellowship time today. 

 

Pastor: As we continue our announcements, I invite us to recall last 
week’s Bible memory verse, Matthew 4:10. I hope that you 
found it helpful in your spiritual walk. Let’s recite it together: 

 
Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is 
written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only 
him.’” 

 
 This coming week’s verse is John 3:16. Let’s read it aloud: 

 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but 
may have eternal life. 
 

 I encourage you to post your memory verse card in a place 
where you will see it and be able to read it regularly. It’s my 
prayer that this verse will help to sustain you as you seek to 
follow God during the week ahead.  

 
 The announcements are scrolling across the screen right now. 

We will scroll them again at the end of our time of worship. 
They are also printed in your worship bulletins. I encourage 
you to take your bulletins home with you so that you will be 
able to keep up-to-date with what is happening over the next 
few weeks at Echo Park United Methodist Church. I especially 
encourage you to pay attention to the announcements about: 

 



5 

 

 Thank you to Lois Price for this morning’s Altar Flowers, 
which she has donated in honor of her son, Ron’s 
birthday. 

 The Finance and Stewardship Committee and the Board of 
Trustees will gather in a joint meeting at 12:00 p.m. to 
discuss matters relating to the ADA Compliant Bathroom on 
the First Floor, Council District 13’s request for Echo Park 
UMC to provide shelter for unhoused persons living in Echo 
Park, and for other financial and trustees matters as 
needed. We will be joined in this meeting by a 
representative from the Los Angeles Homeless Services 
Authority. 

 Our Lenten Bible Study will continue this coming Tuesday, 
March 10 at 7:00 p.m. You are invited to join either in 
person or online. The link to join online is available on the 
screen, in your bulletins, and on the church website. The 
title for this year’s study is “Called to Be the Church.” The 
topic for this first week is “Bless You!” based on Genesis 
12:1-4a You will be able to find materials and information 
about preparing for the study on the church website.  

Use this link to join the study online: 
https://zoom.us/j/688460033?pwd=MS9rTmdUZnFUK1NwZl

F6YTQ1bzhGQT09 

 Join us for a ‘¡No Están Solos!’ Immigrant Welcoming Event 
this coming Friday, March 13, at 7 p.m. in the first floor 
meeting room. 

 Thank you to all who took part in our Spring Rummage 
Sale yesterday. We made more than $1,000. 

 Sunday, March 22, is UMCOR Sunday, one of the six special 
Sundays of The United Methodist Church. On that date, we 
will take a special offering to support UMCOR and its work. 

 Our Spring Stewardship Sunday will be held on March 29. 
Watch for more information in your mail or in your email. 

 You can find information about our Homeless Ministry and 
other important matters in the life of the Church in your 
Worship Bulletins.  

https://zoom.us/j/688460033?pwd=MS9rTmdUZnFUK1NwZlF6YTQ1bzhGQT09
https://zoom.us/j/688460033?pwd=MS9rTmdUZnFUK1NwZlF6YTQ1bzhGQT09
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 Are there any other announcements that need to be made?       
 

 + Frank invites the congregation to sing the Children’s Song as Franie Maddela and the children come forward. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
 

Children’s Song Jesus Loves the Little Children The Congregation 
 Words & Music: George F. Root 

 
 Jesus loves the little children, 
 all the children of the world. 
 Every color, every race,  
 all are covered by God’s grace. 
 Jesus loves the little children of the world. 
 

Children’s Message  Franie Maddela 

 
+ Franie and the children return to their seats as John leads  

the congregation in the Confession and Pardon. 
 

CONFESSION AND PARDON 
 

Invitation to Confession  Led by John Chavis   

  

John: Trusting in the grace of God in Jesus Christ, let us confess our 
sins, trusting that in God’s grace we find healing and hope. Let 
us begin by praying in silence. 

 
Personal Prayers of Confession 

 
 The congregation prays silently for 15-20 seconds, John then leads the congregation 

 in the Community Prayer of Confession.  
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Community Prayer of Confession  Led by John Chavis 
  By Laura Jaquith Bartlett on the Ministry Matters website 
 (https://www.ministrymatters.com/worship/entry/4779/worship-elements-march-8-2020) 
 

John: Now, let us join together in confessing our sins before our 
merciful God and asking for God’s pardon on this Lenten 
journey. 

People: God of salvation, you shower our lives and our world with 
love, yet we too often turn away from your blessing. It is 
just so easy to complain! 

 
 There are little annoyances each day, but they pile up into a 

mountainous burden that becomes a curse on our lives.  
 
 Free us from our unwise choices, O God. When we are 

distracted and confused, redirect our attention to the 
abundant opportunities to experience your love. 

 
 During this Lenten journey, focus our hearts on you, that 

we may choose the blessing of salvation offered us each 
day through Jesus Christ, in whom we pray. Amen. 

 
Assurance of Pardon  Led by John Chavis 
 

John: God did not send Jesus into the world to condemn it, but that 
the world might be saved through him. Through the saving 
love of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven and blessed!  

People: Through the saving love of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven 
and blessed!   

ALL: THANKS BE TO GOD! AMEN. 
 

 +John invites members of the congregation to rise as they are able and to pass  
 the Peace of Christ to one another.  

 
PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
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John: In these days of COVID-19, I invite us to greet each other 
wholeheartedly, but to do so without handshakes or hugs or 
other forms of physical contact. Instead, let us look around the 
Sanctuary, catch each other’s gaze, and smile warmly as we 
offer these words of greeting to one another: “You are blessed 
by God, and you are a blessing from God.” 

People: You are blessed by God, and you are a blessing from God. 
 

 + The people offer each other signs of peace. 
 + At the appropriate time, John invites people to remain standing in body or spirit, 

 and to continue worship by singing the Hymn of Preparation. 

 
HYMN OF PREPARATION You Are Mine The Congregation 

 Words & Music: David Haas 
 The Faith We Sing #2218 – verses 1, 2, 3, 4 + refrain 

 
John: Please remain standing in body or in spirit to sing our Hymn of 

Praise, “You Are Mine,” found on pages 3-4 of your worship 
bulletins. 

 
Verse 1: I will come to you in the silence, 
 I will lift you from all your fear. 
 You will hear my voice,  
 I claim you as my choice, 
 be still and know I am here. 
 
Verse 2: I am hope for all who are hopeless, 
 I am eyes for all who long to see. 
 In the shadows of the night, 
 I will be your light, 
 come and rest in me. 
 
Refrain: Do not be afraid, I am with you. 
 I have called you each by name. 
 Come and follow me, 
 I will bring you home. 
 I love you and you are mine. 
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Verse 3: I am strength for all the despairing, 
 healing for the ones who dwell in shame. 
 All the blind will see, 
 all people will run free, 
 and all will know my name.  
 
Refrain: Do not be afraid, I am with you. 
 I have called you each by name. 
 Come and follow me, 
 I will bring you home. 
 I love you and you are mine. 
 
Verse 4: I am the Word that leads all to freedom, 
 I am the peace the world cannot give. 
 I will call your name, 
 embracing all your pain, 
 stand up, now walk, and live.  
 
Refrain: Do not be afraid, I am with you. 
 I have called you each by name. 
 Come and follow me, 
 I will bring you home. 
 I love you and you are mine. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 
 + Frank invites people to share their joys and concerns aloud so that the congregation  
 can be in prayer with them. 

 
JOYS AND CONCERNS  Pastor Wulf 
 

 + Frank offers the Prayer of the Community after the people have finished sharing their joys and concerns.   

 
PRAYER OF THE COMMUNITY  Prayed by Pastor Wulf 

 
THE PRAYER JESUS TAUGHT  Led by John Chavis 
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People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
PRAYER RESPONSE  O Christ, the Healer The Chancel Choir 

 Words: Fred Pratt Green;  Music: Geistliche Lieder(Klug) 
 The United Methodist Hymnal 265 – verse 2 

 
Verse 2:  From every ailment flesh endure 
 our bodies clamor to be freed; 
 yet in our hearts we would confess 
 that wholeness is our deepest need. 

 
 + John goes to the lectern during the singing of the Prayer Response. John begins reading  

 the assigned passage of scripture as soon as the choir has finished singing the Prayer Response. 

 
SCRIPTURE READING God Calls Abram John Chavis 

 Genesis 12:1-4a (New Revised Standard Version, alt.)  
 

John: Listen now for the Word of God in the words of Genesis 12. 
 
1Now GOD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your 
kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show 
you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and 
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.  
 

3“I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I 
will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed.” 

 
4So Abram went, as GOD had told him; and Lot went with him. 
 

John: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 



11 

 

CHORAL ANTHEM Beautiful Savior The Chancel Choir 
 Words: Munster Gesang Buch; Music: Silesian Folk Song 

  
GOSPEL READING  The New Birth Rev. Frank Wulf 
 John 3:1-17 (New Revised Standard Version, alt.)  
 

Pastor: Please stand in body or spirit as you prefer, and listen for the 
Word of God as we continue reading the words of John 3. 
 
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of 
the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night and said to him, 
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from 
God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from 
the presence of God.” 
 

3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see 
the reign of God without being born from above.”  
 
4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after 
having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the 
mother’s womb and be born?”  
 
5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 
reign of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is 
born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is 
spirit.  
 
7 “Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born 
from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you 
hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes 
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of 
the Spirit.”  
 
9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus 
answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do 
not understand these things? 
 



12 

 

11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and 
testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our 
testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and you 
do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about 
heavenly things?  
 
13“No one has ascended into heaven except the one who 
descended from heaven, the Human One. 14And just as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the 
Human One be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in that One 
may have eternal life. 
 
16“For God so loved the world that God gave God’s only 
Child, so that everyone who believes in that One may not 
perish but may have eternal life. 
 
17“Indeed, God did not send the Child into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through the Child.” 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON Bless You! Pastor Wulf 

 
 + Following the sermon, John invites the ushers to come forward to receive the morning’s offerings.  

 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  John Chavis 

 
John: The Way of Lent is a path that we travel each year as a time for 

us to remember Jesus’ journey. On that journey, Jesus met 
many people. In those meetings the people were blessed. In 
those blessings, many were changed. In that change, many of 
them shared what they had experienced. In that sharing, they 
changed the world.  
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 We are disciples of Christ, blessed by his teaching, and blessed 

by his love. So, let us share who we are and what we have, so 
that, in sharing, we might be part of blessing God’s world. 

 
 Let us gather together what we are able to offer. 

 
OFFERTORY  Mina Rhee 

 
 +As soon as the ushers have finished receiving the offering, John goes to the lectern 
 and invites the congregation to stand and sing the Doxology. 

 
DOXOLOGY  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow Mina Rhee 

 Words: Thomas Ken; Music: Geistliche Kirchengesänge 
 United Methodist Hymnal 94 
 

John: Please stand in body or in spirit to sing our Doxology, “Praise 
God from Whom All Blessings Flow,” number 94 in the United 
Methodist Hymnal. 

 
Verse: Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

  Praise God all creatures here below: 
  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
  Praise God, the source of all our gifts. 
  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts. 
  Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit. 
  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
+The Ushers bring the offering to the front of the Sanctuary during the singing of the Doxology. Frank and 

John receive the offering plates from the Ushers and then turn and face the altar. 

+ Frank and John raise the offering plates. John leads the congregation in praying the Prayer of Dedication. 
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS 
 

John: Let us pray. 
People: God of all creation, we know that all that we have and are is 

blessed and a blessing. In this sharing, we add our blessings 
to yours. May all of these blessings bring hope and healing 
to your world. Amen. 

 
HYMN OF DEDICATION  The Congregation 

 Go Forth for God 

 Words: Claudia F. Hernaman Music: USA Folk Melody 
 (The United Methodist Hymnal # 269; Verses 1, 2, 3, 4) 

 
Sulma: Please stand in body or spirit to sing our Hymn of Dedication, 

“Go Forth for God” number 670 in The United Methodist 
Hymnal. 

 
Verse 1: Go forth for God, go to the world in peace; 
 be of good courage, armed with heavenly grace,  
 in God’s good Spirit daily to increase, 
 till in the kingdom we see face to face. 
 Go forth for God, go to the world in peace. 
 
Verse 2: Go forth for God, go to the world in love; 
 strengthen the faint, give courage to the weak; 
 help the afflicted; richly from above 
 God’s love supplies the grace and power we seek. 
 Go forth for God, go to the world in love. 
 
Verse 3: Go forth for God, go to the world in strength; 
 hold fast the good, be urgent for the right; 
 render to no one evil, Christ at length 
 shall overcome all darkness with his light. 
 Go forth for God, go to the world in strength. 
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Verse 4: Go forth for God, go to the world in joy, 
 to serve God’s people every day and hour, 
 and serving Christ, our every gift employ, 
 rejoicing in the Holy Spirit’s power. 
 Go forth for God, go to the world in joy. 
 

 + The Acolyte moves to the middle of the Chancel immediately after extinguishing the candles. 
 + Frank and Sulma move to the middle of the Chancel and stand behind the Acolyte.  

 + Frank delivers the Benediction as soon as the singing concludes. 

 
BLESSED TO LOVE AND SERVE  Pastor Wulf 

 
Pastor: Blessed and blessing, loving and loved, God’s people of Echo 

Park United Methodist Church, go from this place! 
People: We are ready! 
Pastor: To times of work, to times of play, to times of busy-ness, to 

times away, God’s people of Echo Park United Methodist 
Church, go to the world! 

People:  We are set! 
Pastor: To speak and to listen, to sing and to pray, to be a blessing, 

each and every day, God’s people of Echo Park United 
Methodist Church, go and be stewards of the faith. We are 
Jesus’ people on the Way. 

People: We go, knowing that we are never alone! Carried by the 
wings of the Holy Spirit, moving forward with Christ’s 
peace, enfolded in the Creator’s love, we go! Amen. Amen! 
AMEN! 

 
BENEDICTION RESPONSE  O Christ, the Healer The Chancel Choir 

 Words: Fred Pratt Green;  Music: Geistliche Lieder(Klug) 
 The United Methodist Hymnal 265 – verse 5 

 
Verse 5:  Grant that we all, made one in faith, 
 in your community may find 
 the wholeness that, enriching us, 
 shall reach the whole of humankind. 

 
POSTLUDE  Mina Rhee 


